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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claiml-3, 5-8, 10-16, 18-19, 21-22 and 24-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Takagi et al (Pub. No.: US 20040223177) 

Regarding claim 1 , 6, 30 and 35 Takagi et al disclose: A system for processing a 
job (Fig.1 items 1, 2 and 3 the network, the copier, and the pc respectively) generated in 
an information processing apparatus (note Fig.1 item 3 the pc) in a peripheral device 
(Fig.1 item 2 the copier) the system comprising: request means for requesting (note 
Fig.1 0 the window configuration of management utility which will be displayed on the 
client machine, page 4 paragraph 0078-0080) from the information processing 
apparatus (the client 3 of Fig.1 ) to the peripheral device (the copier 2 of Fig.1 ) 
information indicating a condition designatable in the job as a start condition of the 
peripheral device for starting the processing of the job (note page 4 paragraph 0080 
where the selected mode, for example, the print job mode is selected or in this case 
requested by the client 3) transmission means for transmitting from the peripheral 
device to the information processing apparatus (note Fig.1 1 , page 4 paragraph 0084 
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where the window for managing private print job is displayed as transmission means to 
communicate with the client 3) information indicating a condition designatable as said 
start condition 

in response to the request from the information processing apparatus (note Fig.1 1 , page 
4 paragraph 0084 where user gets prompted to input his or her user name and 
password as the starting condition for the copier 2) display control means for displaying 
the condition designatable as said start condition on a display unit of the information 
processing apparatus (note again Fig. 11, paragraph 0083 lines 1-5, where the 
designated conditions such as user name and password are displayed on the client 3 
display unit 3a) and command transmission means for transmitting from the information 
processing apparatus to the peripheral device a command for designating a condition 
selected among the conditions displayed on the display unit (again note Fig. 11 and 12, 
page 4 where as soon as selected condition, in this case the user name and password 
were selected and inputted they will be transmitted to the copier). 

Regarding claim 2 and 7 Takagi et al disclose: A system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the condition designatable as said start condition includes a condition of 
starting the job processing in response to a start command from the information 
processing apparatus or a start command from an operation unit (note page 4 
paragraph 0078-0084 where the information processing apparatus or client in this case 
would be sent through the communication connection and also page 3 paragraphs 
0056-0064 where the operation al unit 13 is used to input the command to the copier 
locally). 
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Regarding claim 3 and 8 Takagi et a disclose: A system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the condition designatable as said start condition includes a condition of 
starting the job processing in response to a password input from the information 
processing apparatus or a password input from an operation unit and if the entered 
password is correct (note page 4 paragraph 0084 lines 1-5 where the password and 
user name is applied for the information processing apparatus and on page 3 paragraph 
0064 where those information is applied locally on the copier). 

Regarding claim 5 and 10 and 18 and 27 Takagi et al disclose: A system 
according to claim 1 , wherein said peripheral device is either of a printer, a scanner, a 
copying apparatus, a facsimile apparatus and a composite apparatus (note Fig. 10 
where the peripheral device is a copier which also acts as printer and scanner). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device for processing a 
job received from an information processing apparatus, comprising: memory means for 
storing a condition designatable in the job, as a start condition for starting the 
processing of the received job (note page 8 paragraph 0150 where the passwords 
which are the designated conditions are stored in the management table 21c) and 
transmission means for transmitting information indicating a designatable condition as 
said start condition to the information processing apparatus (note Fig.1 1, page 4 
paragraph 0084 where the window for managing private print job is displayed as 
transmission means to communicate with the client 3) in response to the request from 
the information processing apparatus (note Fig. 10 the window configuration of 
management utility which will be displayed on the client machine, page 4 paragraph 
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0078-0080). 

Regarding claim 12 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
1 1 , further comprising: job process means for receiving a control command indicating a 
condition designated as said start condition from the information processing apparatus 
and controlling the timing of processing the job from the information processing 
apparatus (note page 4 paragraph 0078-0084 where the information processing 
apparatus or client in this case would be sent through the communication connection 
and also page 3 paragraphs 0056-0064 where the operation al unit 13 is used to input 
the command to the copier locally). 

Regarding claim 13 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
1 1 , wherein the condition designatable as said start condition includes a condition of 
starting the job processing in response to a start command from the information 
processing apparatus or a start command from an operation unit, or a condition of 
starting the job processing in response to a password input from the information 
processing apparatus or a password input from an operation unit and if the entered 
password is correct (note page 4 paragraph 0084 lines 1-5 where the password and 
user name is applied for the information processing apparatus and on page 3 paragraph 
0064 where those information is applied locally on the copier). 

Regarding claim 14 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
13, further comprising: holding means for holding a job for which designated is a 
condition for starting the job processing in response to a password input and job 
process means for discriminating, in response to a password input whether the entered 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 1 ,690 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2626 

password is correct, and, in response to discrimination that the entered password is 
correct starting the processing of the job held by said holding means (note page 4 
paragraph 0084 where the print job which is transmitted and stored or held in the 
storage item 21 of Fig.2 is retrieved and after checking the user name and password of 
the client is printed). 

Regarding claim 15 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
14, wherein said job process means compares the entered password and the password 
associated with the received job, and discriminates whether the entered password is 
correct, based on the result of comparison (note page 8 paragraph 0150 where the old 
password is changed by acquiring the old password). 

Regarding claim 16 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
14, wherein said transmission means transmits, to the information processing 
apparatus, information indicating the maximum length of the designatable password 
with respect to the condition of starting the job processing in response to the password 
input (note page 8 paragraph 0148 where the old password is changed by acquiring the 
old password). 

Regarding claim 19, 28-29, 44 and 49 Takagi et al disclose: An information 
processing apparatus for generating a job and issuing the generated job to a peripheral 
device (note Fig.2 page 4 paragraph 0068 where the generated data is received form 
the client and stored on storage unit 21) comprising: acquisition means for acquiring 
(note Fig. 10 the window configuration of management utility which will be displayed on 
the client machine, page 4 paragraph 0078-0080) from the peripheral device information 
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indicating a condition designatable in the generated job as a start condition of the 
peripheral device for starting the processing of the job (note page 4 paragraph 0080 
where the selected mode, for example, the print job mode is selected or in this case 
requested by the client 3) and display control means for displaying, on a display unit the 
condition designatable as said start condition based on said acquired information (note 
again Fig.11, paragraph 0083 lines 1-5, where the designated conditions such as user 
name and password are displayed on the client 3 display unit 3a) wherein transmitted is 
a command for designating a condition selected among the conditions displayed on the 
display unit (again note Fig.1 1 and 12, page 4 where as soon as selected condition, in 
this case the user name and password were selected and inputted they will be 
transmitted to the copier). 

Regarding claim 21 Takagi et al disclose: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein the condition designatable as said start condition 
includes a condition of starting the job processing in response to a start command from 
the information processing apparatus or a start command from an operation unit (note 
page 3 paragraphs 0056 and 0057 where the operation of the copy machine could be 
done by using the control panel 33 locally or through the network by pressing button 32 
or Fig.3) or a condition of starting the job processing in response to a password input 
from the information processing apparatus or a password input from an operation unit 
and if the entered password is correct (note page 4 paragraph 0084 lines 1-5 where the 
password and user name is applied for the information processing apparatus and on 
page 3 paragraph 0064 where those information is applied locally on the copier). 
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Regarding claim 22 Takagi et al disclose: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 21 , wherein said display control means displays on the display unit, 
an input image for entering the password in response to the selection of the condition of 
starting the job processing in response to the password input (note Fig. 10 and 1 1 page 
4 paragraphs). 

Regarding claim 24 Takagi et al disclose: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein said display control means is adapted, when a driver 
software for generating the job is activated, to display the condition designatable as said 
start condition on an image of said driver software (note Fig. 10 and 1 1 paragraphs 
0078-0084). 

Regarding claim 25 Takagi et al disclose: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein: said acquisition means acquires information indicating 
the condition designatable as said start condition from plural peripheral devices; and 
said display control means displays, in response to the selection of condition, a 
peripheral device capable of designating the selected condition on the display unit (note 
page 4 paragraph 0084 where the condition designatable is set for the printer to start 
printing, also note page 4 paragraph 0079 where several or plurality of copiers could be 
used). 

Regarding claim 26 Takagi et al disclose: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 25, wherein a command designating the selected condition is 
transmitted to a selected peripheral device (note page 4 paragraphs 0079 and 0084). 

Regarding claim 31 Takagi et al disclose: A system according to claim 30, 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 1 ,690 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2626 

wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a normal 
mode of processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof, an interruption mode of 
processing an interrupting job instead of other jobs, a storage mode of storing the job in 
the peripheral device (note pages 3 and 4 paragraph 0064 where the print jobs are 
stored in the copier to be printed later) and a guarantee mode of processing the job later 
in case the job cannot be processed completely. 

Regarding claim 32 Takagi et al disclose: A system according to claim 30, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a mode of 
processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof and storing the job in the peripheral* 
device (note page 4 paragraph 0084) a mode of processing an interrupting job instead 
of other jobs and storing the job in the peripheral device, and a mode of processing jobs 
in the order of assignment thereof and processing the job later in case the job cannot be 
processed completely. 

Regarding claim 33 Takagi et al disclose: A system according to claim 31 , 
wherein said display control means displays in response to the selection of a mode 
involving the storage of the job in the peripheral device an image for causing selection 
of plural storage areas in the peripheral device, on the display unit (note page 4 
paragraphs 0075-0080 where the display unit 3a give user chance to make selection). 

Regarding claim 34 Takagi et al disclose: A system according to claim 30, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes a deletion mode of 
deleting the job after the lapse of a predetermined time from the job assignment (note 
page 9 paragraph 01 63). 
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Regarding claim 36 Takagi et al disclose: A method according to claim 35, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a normal 
mode of processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof, an interruption mode of 
processing an interrupting job instead of other jobs, a storage mode of storing the job in 
the peripheral device (note pages 3 and 4 paragraph 0064 where the print jobs are 
stored in the copier to be printed later) and a guarantee mode of processing the job later 
in case the job cannot be processed completely. 

Regarding claim 37 Takagi et al disclose: A method according to claim 35, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a mode of 
processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof and storing the job in the peripheral 
device (note page 4 paragraph 0084) a mode of processing an interrupting job instead 
of other jobs and storing the job in the peripheral device, and a mode of processing jobs 
in the order of assignment thereof and processing the job later in case the job cannot be 
processed completely. 

Regarding claim 38 Takagi et al disclose: A method according to claim 36, 
wherein said display control means displays, in response to the selection of a mode 
involving the storage of the job in the peripheral device, an image for causing selection 
of plural storage areas in the peripheral device, on the display unit (note page 4 
paragraphs 0075-0080 where the display unit 3a give user chance to make selection). 

Regarding claim 39 Takagi et al disclose: A method according to claim 35, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes a deletion mode of 
deleting the job after the lapse of a predetermined time from the job assignment (note 



Application/Control Number: 09/911,690 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2626 

page 9 paragraph 0163). 

Regarding claim 40 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device capable of 
processing a job received from an information processing apparatus, comprising: 
memory means for storing information indicating a mode designatable in the job as the 
process mode of the peripheral device for processing the job (note Fig.1 0 page 4 
paragraph 0078-0084 where the designatable modes are stored and shown on the 
display such as printing mode or scanning mode) and transmission means for 
transmitting, to the information processing apparatus, information indicating a mode 
designatable as said process mode in response to the request from the information 
processing apparatus (note Fig. 10 and 11, page 4 paragraph 0084). 

Regarding claim 41 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
40, wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a 
normal mode of processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof, an interruption 
mode of processing an interrupting job instead of other jobs, a storage mode of storing 
the job in the peripheral device (note page 4 paragraph 0084) and a guarantee mode of 
processing the job later in case the job cannot be processed completely. 

Regarding claim 42 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
40, wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a 
mode of processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof and storing the job in the 
peripheral device (note page 4 paragraph 0084) a mode of processing an interrupting 
job instead of other jobs and storing the job in the peripheral device, and a mode of 
processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof and processing the job later in case 
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the job cannot be processed completely. 

Regarding claim 43 Takagi et al disclose: A peripheral device according to claim 
40 t wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes a deletion mode of 
deleting the job after the lapse of a predetermined time from the job assignment (note 
page 9 paragraph 0163). 

Regarding claim 45 Takagi et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 44, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a normal 
mode of processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof, an interruption mode of 
processing an interrupting job instead of other jobs, a storage mode of storing the job in 
the peripheral device (note pages 3 and 4 paragraph 0064 where the print jobs are 
stored in the copier to be printed later) and a guarantee mode of processing the job later 
in case the job cannot be processed completely. 

Regarding claim 46 Takagi et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 44, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes at least one of a mode of 
processing jobs in the order of assignment thereof and storing the job in the peripheral 
device (note page 4 paragraph 0084) a mode of processing an interrupting job instead 
of other jobs and storing the job in the peripheral device, and a mode of processing jobs 
in the order of assignment thereof and processing the job later in case the job cannot be 
processed completely. 

Regarding claim 47 Takagi et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 44, 
wherein said display control means displays, in response to the selection of a mode 
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involving the storage of the job in the peripheral device, an image for causing selection 
of plural storage areas in the peripheral device, on the display unit (note page 4 
paragraphs 0075-0080 where the display unit 3a give user chance to make selection). 

Regarding claim 48 Takagi et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 44, 
wherein the mode designatable as the process mode includes a deletion mode of 
deleting the job after the lapse of a predetermined time from the job assignment (note 
page 9 paragraph 0163). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4, 9, 17, 20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takagi et al (Pub. No.: US 20040223177) in view of Freeman (U.S. patent 6,707,574) 

Regarding claim 4 and 9 and 17 and 23 Takagi et al does not quite disclose: A 
system according to claim 1, wherein the condition designatable as said start condition 
includes at least one of a condition of starting the job processing in response to the 
reception of the job, a condition of starting the job processing at a designated absolute 
time, and a condition of starting the job processing after the lapse of a designated 
relative time. On the other hand Freeman et al disclose: wherein the condition 
designatable as said start condition includes at least one of a condition of starting the 
job processing in response to the reception of the job, a condition of starting the job 
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processing at a designated absolute time, and a condition of starting the job processing 
after the lapse of a designated relative time (note Figs.2 and 3, column 2 lines 54-60 
where the explicit print job attributes 44 contained with in the print job 38 set the printing 
time for the printer to print the job). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in art at the time of the invention to modify Takagi et al's invention 
according to the teaching of Freeman et al, where Freeman et al in the same filed of 
endeavor teach the way the print data received form the user would be schedule to be 
printed at the specific time for the purpose of user time management and pick up. 

Regarding claim 20 Freeman et al disclose: An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein a command for designating the selected condition is 
transmitted together with the job to the peripheral device (note Figs.2 and 3, column 2 
lines 54-60 where the explicit print job attributes 44 contained with in the print job 38 set 
the printing time for the printer to print the job). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 28 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. A program claimed is merely a set 
of instructions per se. Since, A program is merely a set of instructions not stored in the 
computer readable medium to realize the computer program functionality, the claimed 
subject matter is non-statutory. See MPEP 2106 IV.B.1 . 
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> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number 
is (571)272-7462 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (571) 272-7471 . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Knox building on 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Or faxed to: 



(571 ) 273-8300, (for formal communications; please mark 
"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 



Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2626 
July 22, 2005^1 




EXAMINER 



